
English 1 Accelerated Summer Reading Assignment 2018-2019: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are required to read a book of your choice by the first day of school and to complete the following assignment. I am 
asking that you read a book that challenges you and one that you have NOT read before. Also, this book should be at a 
reading level that is appropriate for you. Not, say, a book with a reading level for 6th grade. You will have several 
assignments dealing with this book during the first week of school, so you must be prepared.  

As you are reading, please keep a reading journal in which you note the following concepts in the book. You will use your 
notes on the first weeks of school to write a paper and present to the class elements of your novel. I will check that you 
have these notes. You can write this on pieces of paper, you can include post-it notes in your book, you can write in a 
notebook or you may type your notes. These must be original notes – NOT taken from Spark Notes or Cliff Notes.  

INCLUDE PAGE NUMBERS IN YOUR NOTES 

• Elements of a developing theme. Where does the author show an underlying message? What’s the point of the 
author writing the book? What lesson might the book teach the reader? 

• Characterization – What ways are characters developing in the novel? Choose two or three to follow (depending on 
your book). How are they changing, learning lessons, coming of age, showing heroic behavior?  

• Vocabulary, sentences, or quotes (use of language) that stick out to you for being interesting, unique, etc. This 
could be words you don’t know, or a way a sentence is structured that is unusual to you.  

• Key points in the plot. How does the author develop the action in the book? What are key events that happen?  
• Make connections. In what ways does the book connect to you, society, the world, politics, pop culture, human 

nature, etc? Does it connect to an element of another book you’ve read?  

Should you have any questions about this assignment, please email me: agamache@salidaschools.org. 

Thank you! I look forward to being your teacher! Have a great summer! =-) 

 

Mrs. Gamache 

 

In order to keep your brain sharp over the summer and to have a starting off point at the beginning of the year – 
here is your English 1 Accelerated Summer Reading assignment. Completion of the assignment is a prerequisite 
for the class. 

If you’re not willing to do the summer assignment, you might want to reconsider taking English 1 Accelerated. 
The class is fast-paced and meant to challenge those students who want to challenge themselves. Having a 
90% or higher in your English class in 8th grade doesn’t necessarily mean you HAVE to take E1A. Make sure you 
want a challenge and are willing to work hard.  
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